
 

 

Orchestra Composition in D Lesson Plan 

 

Teacher:  Mrs. Williams Class/Course: Orchestra Grade Level:  6 
 

A. National Music Standards  
http://www.nafme.org/my-classroom/standards/  
 

1. Creating - MU:Cr1.1.E.8a C, MU:Cr2.1.E.8a, MU:Cr3.2.E.8a  
2. Performing - MU:Pr6.1.E.8a, MU:Pr6.1.E.5b 

 
 
 

B. PA Standards 
http://www3.kutztown.edu/arteducation/PDF/arts_standards.pdf 
 
9.1.5.A 
9.1.5.B 
9.1.5.B 
 
 
 

C. Indicate the TI:ME Technology Areas of Competency that are addressed in this lesson  
https://ti-me.org/index.php/home/tapsu.html 
 

1. Computer Music Notation 
2. Productivity Tools, Classroom and Lab Resources 
3. Electronic Music Production 

 

D. Objective(s): as a result of this lesson students will know and/or be  able to… 
 

1. Demonstrate their understanding of quarter notes and half notes both in composition and on 
their instruments. 

2. Demonstrate their ability to identify the notes in the D Major scale both in their composition 
and on their instruments. 

3. Create a simple 8 bar melody appropriate for their instrument. 
 

E. Required Prior Knowledge and Skills:  
 
Students must have an understanding of what a melody is and how to create a melody.  Students 
need to understand quarter notes and half notes.  Students need to be able to play the notes in the 
D major scale on their instruments and recognize these notes on the staff.  
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F. Materials, Repertoire, Equipment needed: 
What materials do you need to accomplish this lesson? 
instruments, chrome books or laptops from home (BYOT), Noteflight Learn. 
 
 

G. Modifications/ Accommodations:  
(for example: peer partners, visuals, preferential seating, frequent individual check-in) 
 
Students may be exempt from performing their composition for the entire class depending on IEP or 504 
accommodations.  Students may also need frequent teacher check-ins to ensure that they understand the 
directions. 
 
 

H. Assignments:  
 
Students should reflect on their own composition, as well as the other compositions.  Would they like to 
re-write anything or practice it and perform it again?  Is there another student’s composition that they would 
like to play?  (Students would potentially have the opportunity to re-do a performance or play another 
student’s melody in a future lesson.) 
 
Students should also review pages 22-25 in their books to ensure that they are comfortable reading and 
playing in D Major.  Students should also practice Hey Fiddle Fiddle *. 
 
*substitute whatever piece we are working on in D Major 

I. Evaluation 
 

 5 4  3 2 1 

composition Student followed the 
directions, used 
notes in the D Major 
Scale, used quarter 
notes and half notes, 
put their name as the 
composer, and 
deleted the other 
instruments. 

Student followed the 
majority of directions, 
but missed one step. 

Student following the 
some of the 
directions, but 
missed 2-3 steps. 

Student missed the 
majority of the 
directions. 

Student only 
followed one 
direction. 

performance Student performed 
their composition with 
mostly accurate 
notes and rhythms. 

Student performed 
their composition with 
only 2 or 3 incorrect 
notes or rhythms. 

Student performed 
their composition with 
4 or 5 wrong notes or 
rhythms. 

Student performed 
their compositions 
with more than 5 
errors that detracted 
from the 
performance. 

Student performed, 
but the majority of 
the notes and 
rhythms were not 
accurate. 

 

 
 

J.  Lesson Sequence  
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Activity 1:  As a class, we will review the following concepts: The D Major Scale (key signature, notes in the 
scale), quarter notes, quarter rests, half notes, and half rests.  We will write the scale and the different rhythmic 
figures on the board together so that students can reference them during their composition exercise, if needed. 
(5 minutes) 
 
 
Activity 2: Students will log into noteflight to complete their composition.  Directions are included in the 
worksheet.  Students will compose an eight bar melody for their instrument using the D major scale. Upon 
completing their melody, they should practice it on their instrument.  (20 minutes) 
 
https://williams-orchestra.sites.noteflight.com/scores/view/4b9a0dab200778eab9699d5a80bf6e272e25e607 
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Activity 3:  Students will play their melody for the class on their instruments. (15 minutes) 
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